Lamaze Institute of Safe and Healthy Birth 

Purpose
The Lamaze Institute for Safe and Healthy Birth was launched to support initiatives that provide credible, relevant and useful information about safe and healthy birth to new and expectant parents and childbirth professionals.

Qualifications of the Chair

The Chair of the Lamaze Institute of Safe and Healthy Birth shall meet the following qualifications:

· LCCE Certification preferred 


· Demonstrated knowledge and commitment to advancing safe and healthy birth through consumer education, media outreach, collaboration and advocacy efforts. 
· Ability to represent Lamaze to the media, sister organizations and governmental agencies. 

· A broad knowledge of the field of childbirth and perinatal education, its current trends and advances, and research pertinent to the field. 
· Ability to lead and direct small groups. 

· Member of Lamaze International and actively involved as a Lamaze Volunteer in the past 5 years. 

Responsibilities of the Chair

The responsibilities of the Chair of the Institute for Safe and Healthy Birth include:

· Generally supervise and direct the affairs of the Institute, in accordance with the established bylaws and policies. 

· Attend and preside at all meetings of the Institute, and prepare agendas for meetings in collaboration with the chief staff person. 

· Recommend Institute committee chairs for appointment by the President, appoint committee members, and serve as an ex-officio member of all Institute committees. 

· Recommend sister organization liaisons for appointment by the President, and coordinate efforts of organization liaisons. 

· Prepare an annual budget for the Institute, developed in collaboration with the chief staff person. Present funding requests to the Lamaze International finance committee. 

· Provide written or verbal reports on Institute activities at Lamaze Board of Directors meetings , annual membership meeting and represent the Institute on all matters related to public outreach and advocacy. 
· Oversees Birth Network and Community Outreach mini-grant program criteria and selection process.

· Assume such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Lamaze Board of Directors.  

· Communicate and collaborate regularly with the chief staff person. 

· Prepare the next Chair for the responsibilities of the position. 

Term of the Chair

The Chair of the Lamaze Institute for Safe and Healthy Birth is appointed for a three year term by the President of the Board of Directors with a limit of two consecutive terms.

